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Good afternoon Senator Davis, Representative Shaw and members of the Inland Fisheries 

and Wildlife Committee. I am Andrea Erskine, Deputy Commissioner of the Department 

of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, speaking on behalf of the Department, in opposition to 

L.D. 157. 

 

This bill aims to create a hunting and fishing law review advisory committee that would 

function under IFW to review IFW laws and rules and make recommendations to the 

Commissioner to clarify, simplify or eliminate laws or rules.  

 

We appreciate any avenue that provides a continual review of laws and rules, and in fact, 

one takes place annually before this committee.  As you are aware any member of the 

public can approach their local legislator to propose a bill.  The public has the ability to 

petition for rule change and this process requires involvement of the IFW Advisory 

Council and the public hearings associated with the rule implementation process. Public 

hearings that are held occur in locations and at times that are geared towards involving 

maximum participation by the public. 

 

In addition, the Department also has three internal law/rule review committees which are 

established in accordance with Department policy. The Warden Service, Fisheries 

Division and Wildlife Division have committees that begin this review well in advance of 

each legislative session in an attempt to clarify laws, propose new statutory language, 

repeal law or propose new laws deemed necessary.  Once approved by the 

Commissioner, the Department submits bills that you will soon be deliberating on.  

Given the level of current review and various ways in which we involve the public, user 

groups, our IFW staff, the Advisory Council and Legislature we believe there is adequate 

oversight in regards to our laws and rules. We are however, well aware of the 

complexities in conveying these laws and rules in a way that the public can understand 



them.   In fact, we are in the process of exploring changes to the layout and presentation 

of fishing regulations so that the public can more easily determine the appropriate 

regulations on a body of water they wish to fish. We believe simplifying the presentation 

of our laws and rules will be a more appropriate use of our time and attention.   

 

I would be glad to answer any questions at this time or during the work session. 


